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PART 1.  REFUGE HIGHLICHTS

Thiz will be remembered as a flood yrar ab chiawassee Refuge. On
New Years' eve the Flint River levee broke in several places near
the village of Fosters. The refuge headquarters area was flooded to
within an inch of entering the goose check station. The soulh levee
o the Trinklein Tract broke in two places on January 3rd covering
this area with about four feet of water. Anolbher major [lood occurred
when a reported twenty-one inches of snow fell on Harch 17 and 18.
This snow alone would not have beecn so bad but high winds up to 50
miles per hour from the northeast pushed bay water up the Saginaw
ftiver and inlo the refuge areca. Extensive damage to levees occurred
at this time but no dikes were actually broken,

Emergency repairs were made on the Trinklein Tract levee as zoon as
vwater levels dropred enough to allow equipment on it. We drained as
much water as we could out by gravity at which time the eleetric
pumps were started. The east oump wotor burned out on April 6, when
one phase of the power went out. The pover company refused to take
the responsibility =o we had to repair the motor. By running the
pumps 2h-hours a day, seven days a week, we were able to get the water
out in time to farm the cntire tract. Some other areas were not so
fortunate as we were unable to farm the Hart, Almy or Fawcett Tracts.
All other permittees werc able to farm although some crops were
planted quite late.

Bue to the high water level in the Bay and the poor condition of the
levee we verc unable to keep the water off the Maurico Hart land
adjacent to the refuge. We may be faced with a tort elaim for not
complying with the terms of the agrrement snelled out in the purchase
of Tract W46 from him.

several changes were made in the refuge hunting program this year.
The goose season was extended from October 1 through Novenber 30,
but we hunted only on odd numbered days. The low quality gun deer
hunt t:as eliminated completely. The December archery deer hunt was
held as ususl.

Shiawassee was one of the seven refuges chosen to participate in the
iron shot program. Ue furnished the shells free of charge and had

25 loaner guns provided by the arms manufacturers for those whoe could
not or did not wish to wsm: their own guns. No major problems were
encountered and the iron shot was well accepted,

wecondary headquarlers was broken into on May 6th and several items
were stolen. The individual was apnrehended by the sheriff's
department and monetary restitution was made for the full value of
all items taken.




About 100 buoys wer~ put oul to mark the area: closod to hunting at
Lake &t. Clair in Sootember and were taken un again in November after
the duck scason clesed. The buays were net pul out at the Wyandotte
tefuge thism year alter discussion and agreemart with the State Water-
fowl Biolopist and special agents.

Some work was accomplished on the proposed aute tour route but much
remains to be done.

PART II.  REFUGE AGCCOMPLISHHMENTS

tlost of the deviations were a direct result of floeding and flood
damage to facilities. The printout shows -100% deviation where
nothing was planned and nothing accomplished. These have been
eliminated from this report. The printout error under economic
benef'its was corrceted,

OQutput
Code Discussion

6-10 Trails: The +999% deviation is a result of a change in
reporting. All planned units were reported under wildlife
observations,

Tour liontes: The +999% deviation is the result of not
reporting any planned units because of the uncertainty
that any could be vrovided because of flood conditions
and damage,

Environmental Educeiion Teachers: The +999% deviation
is the result of no demand at pvlanning time. Vhen some
demand developed we wern able to gatisfy i%,

Professional Services: The -95% deviation resulted from
a change in output definition and lack of narsonnel,

Fishing: The -B6% deviation resulted to a great extent
from lack of demand bub probably to a lesser extent from
inaccurate reporting.

Wildlife Observations: The -96% deviation was a direct
result of the trail being washed out and closed during the
period when heaviest use is normally recorded. A portion
of this use was reported under trails.

Wildlife Anpreciation: The +999% deviation was due to no
use under this category due to adverse conditiona,




Photography: 'The -68Y deviation resulted From flaoding and
flood damage greatly cubting the demand.

Public Affairs: The -33% deviation resutted [rom a lower
demand than anticipated

Boating: The +999% deviation resulted from our "ailwre
to report any planned use on the rivers where we have no
control.

ctudies and Publications: The +999% deviation resulted froa
a change in reéporting. The two-year study was not completcd
during the year and should probably nct have been reported.

geological Monitoring: The +999% deviation is a vesult of
our not knowing at the time the work plan was subwitted that
wg would be having z program.

Banding: The -5075 deviation is the result of' our being
unable to band any swans and the cancellation of the in
scason Canada goose banding quota.

tpecial Recognition Species: The -58% deviation is probably
the result of poor projection in the planning stapoe,

Wildlife Diversity: Although no deviation is shown in this
category, it is in error. Only birds are included here.
Ve have now expanded it to include all mammals.

Waterfowl Maintenance: The -4j3% deviation is the result
of Canada geese falling to reach the peak population that
we anticipated during the fall migcation.

Waterfowl Production: The -31)5 deviation is the result of
lower than anticipated duck and gooze nroduction, as the
result of flooding and flood damage.

Species Donated: The -25% deviation iz the result of Tower
specinens being found in pood enough condition to be used.

Furbearers: The decimal point was misplacod on the nrintout.
The accomplished units should have been 2,736, Thism still
is f'ar sbove the planned units due %o more animals being
taken and higher fur prices.

lecreation User~ Fees: The planned units £ uv~ is in evror
and represents only about ona-fourth of the smount that
should have been anticipated. The accomplishes units wera
5,520 but were apparently not reported.

Otner: The 50 units planned were actually accomnlichol
but apparently not reported.




